


THE CHALLENGE OF
MESSIANIC MINISTRY

IN ISRAEL
by Dale Rum ble

Introduction

The fol low ing scrip ture is pro pheti cally sig nifi cant
con cern ing the sal va tion of Is rael.

. . . A par tial hard en ing has hap pened to Is rael un til
the full ness of the Gen tiles has come in; and so all
Is rael will be saved . . . . (Ro mans 11:25-26)

Is rael’s sal va tion will cer tainly oc cur at some time in
the fu ture. While I am not pre sent ing any sce nario of
events which lead to that day, I do rec og nize that it could
be a time of great af flic tion, where only a rem nant in the
land may sur vive (Zechariah 13).

My ma jor ob jec tive is to pre pare Jew ish be liev ers for
their role, along with Gen tile be liev ers, in the age- ending
har vest that lies ahead and which cul mi nates in the Lord’s 
re turn. This har vest will in clude the sal va tion of Is rael.

While my re marks are di rected to Mes si anic min is try 
in Is rael, they fully ap ply to the whole church for the is sue
is more than har vest, it also con cerns pre par ing God’s
elect for their Lord’s re turn.

The pe riod of time be ing ad dressed will be marked
by the “full ness of the Gen tiles.” The Greek word for “full -
ness” is PLEROMA, which can de note ei ther quan tity (full -
ness in num bers), or qual ity (full ness in char ac ter, such
as in John 1:16). I be lieve the lat ter is the more ap pro pri -
ate mean ing in the light of other scrip tures that con cern
full ness, as we shall see.
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The di vine cri te rion of this last great awak en ing will
be the glory that rises upon His peo ple, a full ness of Mes -
siah that will draw mul ti tudes from the na tions to Him.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you. For be hold, dark ness
will cover the earth and deep dark ness the peo ples;
but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will ap -
pear upon you. Na tions will come to your light, and
kings to the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah 60:1-3)

The re al ity of what the Old Tes ta ment feasts of Passo -
ver and Pen te cost sig ni fied has been ful filled by Mes siah. I
be lieve that this fi nal in gath er ing will ful fill the Feast of
Tab er na cles, the last of the three ma jor har vest feasts.

The Lord will dis play His mercy, love and mira cle
work ing power through the gos pel of the king dom be fore
He re turns in judg ment. He will mani fest His glory
through His body, with Jew and Gen tile be liev ers united
as “one new man,” in the great est re vival the world has
ever seen! How to pre pare for that visi ta tion is the chal -
lenge that I seek to ad dress.

Historical Background

 God es tab lished the ba sis of His re demp tive re la -
tion ship with fallen man kind through an un change able
cove nant that He made (or cut) with Abra ham. Be cause
Abra ham be lieved God’s cove nant prom ise it was cred ited 
by God as right eous ness to him. In this way, Abra ham be -
came the fa ther of all who would there af ter be come chil -
dren of God through their faith (Ro mans 4:1-5,9-16;
Ga la tians 3:6-14).

The heart of God’s prom ise con cerned the birth of a
son to Abra ham and Sarah when she was many years past
the age of child bear ing. This was ful filled by the birth of
Isaac, which fore shad owed the later, di vine birth of God’s
Son to a vir gin girl who was a de scen dant of Isaac. He was
the ul ti mate prom ised seed, the Mes siah, the Re deemer!
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The cove nant with Abra ham was cut in that the blood 
of both par ties was shed. Abra ham shed his blood in the
rite of physi cal cir cum ci sion, which was a seal of the right -
eous ness that he had re ceived. God shed His blood on the
cross of Cav alry to pro vide the one and only cleans ing
for sin whereby one can be lieve and be de clared right eous. 
The prom ised birth of the Mes siah to re demp tively die for
the sins of all man kind was the heart of God’s prom ise to
bless the na tions through Abraham.

Dur ing the four hun dred and thirty years that fol -
lowed the Abra ha mic cove nant, the de scen dants of Isaac,
now known as Is rael, did not walk faith fully in the cove -
nant. Be cause of their trans gres sions, the Lord raised up
Moses as a de liv erer and law giver to add the cove nant of
the Law to Is rael. This cove nant did not in vali date the
Abra ha mic cove nant (Ga la tians 3:14-19).

Law is not made for the right eous, but for the un -
right eous; for the un godly, for li ars, for mur der ers and for
what ever is im moral (1 Timo thy 1:8-11). Law brings the
knowl edge of sin (Ro mans 3:20). By do ing so, law serves
as a tu tor or trainer for right eous ness. The cove nant of the 
Law was given to Is rael to tu tor them for their prom ised
Mes siah who would jus tify them by faith (Ga la tians
3:21-29). The cove nant of Law was to be in ef fect un til the
prom ised seed, the Mes siah, would come.

The Mo saic cove nant con sisted of more than the
Law; it in cluded a priest hood, a sanc tu ary, tem ple serv ice
and cere mo nies; all of which were shad ows of the glory of
a fu ture ful fill ment that would come in the Mes siah.

The Mes siah did come to His peo ple, Is rael, to ful fill
God’s prom ise to Abra ham, so that they could be re -
deemed from the curse of the Law through faith in His sac -
ri fi cial death, bur ial and res ur rec tion. The faith of all who
be lieve in Him would be cred ited to them as right eous -
ness. They would be re deemed from sin to in herit eter nal
life and to re ceive the prom ise of the Holy Spirit (Ga la tians 
3:10-14). Since the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, is the
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very pres ence of God, all of the bless ings of Abra ham
come through Him.

Apart from a rem nant, the na tion of Is rael did not ac -
cept their Mes siah (John 1:11-13). Be cause of their un be -
lief, God, in His mercy, opened the door of grace to the
Gen tiles. All who be lieve in the Son of God and in His sac -
ri fi cial death for them, are saved by faith, and so be come
chil dren of Abra ham and heirs of God’s prom ise to bless
all na tions (Ga la tians 3:6-9).

This com pany of Jew ish and Gen tile be liev ers, who
make up the church, are not a re place ment for Is rael. As
God’s elect, they are a con tinua tion of the cove nant that
God made with Abra ham. Since they are from every tribe
and tongue and peo ples and na tion, they re flect the prom -
ise of God to bless all peo ples through His cove nant with
Abra ham (Reve la tion 5:9-10; 7:9). 

Be cause of their un be lief, Is rael was scat tered among 
the na tions. How ever, God in His mercy has prom ised,
that in time, He would re gather and re store Is rael as a na -
tion.

Ap proxi mately two thou sand years af ter Is rael was
scat tered, this di vine res to ra tion is now in prog ress. In
1948, Is rael be came a na tion again. Je ru sa lem is now a
part of Is rael. Many thou sands of Jews have re turned to
their home land. They have en coun tered much op po si tion
and war fare from the Arab com mu nity, some thing that is
sure to in crease as this as pect of res to ra tion con tin ues.

How ever, the great est need is for spiri tual res to ra -
tion. The na tion is largely an un godly secu lar so ci ety with
an or tho dox com mu nity who are ve he mently op posed to
the gos pel of Mes siah.

God has not for saken the na tion! He has prom ised to 
ef fect a new cove nant with Ju dah and Is rael in which He
will put His laws in their minds and to write them upon
their hearts (He brews 8:8-13). To this end, the Holy Spirit
is draw ing a grow ing number of Jews to faith in Mes siah.
The chal lenge is for eth nic Is rael to rec og nize that the Old
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Cove nant has dis ap peared and to em brace the New Cove -
nant in Mes siah.

The Ol ive Tree

The Lord’s prayer, “Thy king dom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven,” ex presses the ul ti mate
pur pose of God. He has de clared that the whole earth will
be filled with His glory, and that the knowl edge of His glory 
will fill the earth as the wa ters cover the sea (Num bers
14:21; Ha bakkuk 2:14). His glory will be seen in His peo -
ple. The bride of His Son, the city of God, will be il lu mined 
by His glory, and pro vide light for the na tions to walk by
(Reve la tion 21:9-24).

This origin of God’s pur pose among men comes from 
a sin gle root: the gos pel of His prom ise that He preached
to Abra ham (Ga la tions 3:8; Gene sis 22:16-18). The king -
dom of God on earth, the whole of His plan of sal va tion, is
nour ished by this root!

The Lord uses the meta phor of an ol ive tree to de -
scribe what He is build ing on earth, pos si bly be cause of
the many ref er ences in scrip ture to ol ive oil be ing a type of
the Holy Spirit. The branches of the tree are His peo ple,
who are called to bear the tree’s fruit. Is rael was the first
peo ple cho sen to rep re sent Him in the earth so that they
are re ferred to as “natu ral” branches. When Is rael re jected 
their Mes siah, God opened the door of grace to the Gen -
tiles; Gen tile be lievers are de scribed as “wild” branches
who have been grafted into the ol ive tree (Ro mans
11:17-22). The trunk of the tree, which serves both as a
con duit of life from the root and to pro vide sup port for the 
branches, is the sov er eign grace and mercy of God. No one 
has ever been saved be cause of merit on their part; sal va -
tion is based on the sov er eign elec tion (choice) of God. Is -
rael was cho sen from among na tions, not be cause of
merit, but by rea son of God’s choice alone. Whether Jew
or Gen tile, we are to tally de pend ent on the mercy and
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grace of God. It is the ba sis of Jew and Gen tile be liev ers
be ing “one new man” in Mes siah.

A great mo ti va tion of the Mes si anic Move ment is
God’s prom ise that the natu ral branches, that were bro -
ken off be cause of un be lief, can be grafted in again by faith
to once more par take of the rich root of God’s prom ise to
Abra ham (Romans 11:23-24)1

What is the his tory of the wild branches? The first
hun dred years of the church saw the New Cove nant be -
come es tab lished in a spiri tu ally or ganic bond ing of be -
liev ers in lo cal ex pres sions of the body of Christ. The
gos pel of the king dom was spread to all ar eas of the
known world at that time. Min is try of the Holy Spirit dem -
on strated the lord ship and head ship of Christ. He also
anointed the early apos tles to write the New Tes ta ment,
and thus docu ment the word of God con cern ing the New
Cove nant. The first lead ers of the church were Jews, who
as dis ci ples of Mes siah, ac cepted this di vine ful fill ment of
the Abra ha mic covenant. The most sig nifi cant voice for
the New Cove nant was that of the former Phari see, Paul,
who God called to be an apos tle to the Gen tiles. Be cause of 
his great train ing in the Law, Paul was used by God to
docu ment how the Old Cove nant pointed to a fu ture ful fill -
ment in the New Cove nant, and so re veal God’s eter nal
pur pose among men which had been hid den from past
gen era tions (Ephe si ans 3:1-12). The Old Tes ta ment can
only be fully un der stood by reve la tion of the Per son and
min is try of Mes siah in the New Testament.

How ever, af ter this ini tial pe riod, there came great
change. Not long af ter the death of Paul, the church en -
tered a pe riod of de cline that lasted into the Dark Ages.
The church changed from be ing a spiri tual body un der the 
head ship of Christ into hi er ar chi cal struc tured or gani za -
tions un der the con trol of men. Much di vi sion arose be -
tween de nomi na tional bodies. There was in tense
per se cu tion of those be liev ers who sought to re turn to
early church life and prac tices. There also arose a spirit of
anti- Semitism, not only in some church bod ies, but also
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in gov ern ments and poli tics of na tions where these re lig -
ious bod ies had in flu ence.

Since the ref or ma tion, there has been change to the
good. Many visi ta tions and re viv als of the Holy Spirit have
seen a res to ra tion of some prin ci ples of the early church.
How ever, res to ra tion is not com plete as di vi sion be tween
bod ies of be liev ers is still com mon, and lo cal church life is 
often more or gan iza tional than or ganic in the Spirit.
There is a great need for genu ine proph ets and apos tles to
lay foun da tions for lo cal churches.

Res to ra tion of the church can not be com plete apart
from the res to ra tion of Is rael to faith and to her place in
the body of Christ. The is sue is, how should the gos pel of
the king dom, the re al ity of God’s res to ra tion of the church 
and the prom ise of na tional sal va tion be pre sented in a
uni fied re demp tive mes sage to the peo ple of Is rael? That
is the chal lenge to be faced.

The Law and Righteousness

What place does the Law have in the life of a New
Cove nant be liever? Right eous ness in the Mo saic era was
based on an ob li ga tion to obey the Law that was in scribed
on scrolls or writ ten on parch ments. The Law was a bar -
rier that sepa rated God’s cove nant peo ple, Is rael, from
Gen tile na tions.

The fol low ing scrip ture ex presses Mes si ah’s heart
con cern ing the Law when He came to earth.

Do not think that I came to abolish (Gk.: KATALUO,
“to ut terly de stroy:) the Law or the Proph ets; I did not
come to abol ish but to ful fill. For truly I say to you,
un til heaven and earth pass away, not the small est
let ter or stroke shall pass from the Law un til all is
ac com plished.” (Mat thew 5:17-18)

Mes siah lived a sin- free life, ful fill ing all com mand -
ments of the Law. He then of fered Him self in death as the
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per fect, un blem ished sac ri fice for the sins of man kind. He 
ac com plished all re quire ments of the Law by im put ing His 
per fect right eous ness to those who be lieve because His
blood has washed away every sin they have com mit ted.
His death, bur ial and res ur rec tion ful filled the Law and re -
moved this bar rier that di vided Jew from Gen tile.

For He him self is our peace, who made both groups
into one and broke down the bar rier of the di vid ing
wall, by abol ish ing (Gk.: KATARGEO, “to ren der in -
op era tive”; “to nul lify”) in His flesh the en mity, which
is the Law of com mand ments con tained in or di -
nances, so that in Him self He might make the two
into one new man, thus es tab lish ing peace.” (Ephe si -
ans 2:14-15)

The Law was not de stroyed, but was ren dered in op -
era tive; it no longer plays a role in right eous ness. The
com mon iden tity of Jew and Gen tile be liev ers is in the
Son, not the Law.

For Christ is the end of the Law for right eous ness
to eve ry one who be lieves. (Ro mans 10:4)

The New Cove nant is based on a dis tinct moral ab so -
lute: the right eous ness of God Him self! A prac tice of right -
eous ness is based on one’s obe di ence to the lead ings of
God’s in dwell ing Holy Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus has set
you free from the law of sin and death (i.e. the Mo saic
Law) . . . so that the re quire ments of the Law might be 
ful filled in us, who do not walk ac cord ing to the flesh
but ac cord ing to the Spirit. (Ro mans 8:2, 4)

For ex am ple, while the Law con demns adul tery as
sin, Mes siah teaches that one who looks upon a woman
with lust has com mit ted adul tery with her in his heart.
Em pha sis in the New Cove nant is on our heart where the
Holy Spirit seeks to reign (Mat thew 15:19-20).

The Mo saic cove nant be came ob so lete and passed
away with de struc tion of the tem ple in 70 A.D.
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The Commonwealth (Citizenship)
of Israel

God chose Is rael to rep re sent Him in the world, to be
His spe cial peo ple, an ex clu sive na tion through whom He
would bless other na tions (Gene sis 12:1-3; Ga la tions
3:8-9). How ever, they did not walk in obe di ence to the
cove nant re quire ments of God. They re peat edly de filed
them selves by sin ful ways and deeds. Through the many
years that Is rael walked un der the Mo saic cove nant, they
de vel oped a na tional cul ture, or iden tity, that was based
on cove nant prac tices, laws given by God, feast days, tem -
ple serv ice, the priest hood, the tra di tions of elders, etc.
The na tional cul ture be came more im por tant to re lig ious
lead ers than their obe di ence to the Lord. Tra di tion and
cul ture be came more im por tant than truth. This cul mi -
nated in their re jec tion of the Mes siah, which re sulted in
the dis per sal of Is rael.

How ever, the bless ings of God did come to other na -
tions through the Mes siah who Is rael re jected. He became
Re deemer and Sav ior of all peo ple who would be lieve in
Him. He was the seed who God had prom ised to Abra ham. 
Is rael’s fail ure be came riches for the Gen tiles. Since His
death, bur ial and res ur rec tion, mil lions of peo ple, mostly
Gen tiles, have be lieved on Him be com ing His dis ci ples.
The word of God de scribes these be liev ers in sev eral ways, 
such as, “the church which is His body,” “a bride for His
Son,” and “chil dren of Abra ham.” How ever, Paul, the
apos tle, also de clares that this great com pany of be liev ers
is part of the com mon wealth of Is rael. This could only
hap pen if the bar rier that sepa rated Is rael, and made
them ex clu sive to other na tions, was re moved.

Re mem ber that you (i.e. Gen tiles) were at that time
sepa rate from Christ, ex cluded from the com mon -
wealth of Is rael, and strang ers to the cove nants of
prom ise, hav ing no hope and with out God in the
world. But now in Christ Je sus you who for merly
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were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. (Ephe si ans 2:12-13)

Je sus abol ished in His flesh the writ ten Law of com -
mand ments, so that all men through faith in Him could
par take equally in God’s cove nant prom ises.

The truth of Jew and Gen tile be liev ers be com ing one
new man is in har mony with Mes si ah’s teach ing that there
will be one flock and one Shep herd (John 10:14-16). One
cove nant, one peo ple and one Shep herd.

In sum mary, the com mon wealth (or citi zen ship) of
Is rael changed from be ing all those who were physi cal de -
scen dants of Abra ham, through Isaac, to those who be -
come true spiri tual sons of Abra ham through their faith in 
the Mes siah. As citi zen ship changed, so also the seal of
citi zen ship changed from physi cal to spiri tual cir cum ci -
sion (Philip pi ans 3:3).

For he is not a Jew who is one out wardly, nor is cir -
cum ci sion that which is out ward in the flesh. But he is  
a Jew who is one in wardly; and cir cum ci sion is that 
which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the let ter; 
and his praise is not from men, but from God (Ro -
mans 2:28-29).

Thus you were cir cum cised when you were bur ied
with Him in your bap tism, in which you were  also
raised with Him to a new life through your faith in the
work ing of God as dis played when He raised Him
from the dead (Co los sians 2:12, Am pli fied Bible).

Physi cal cir cum ci sion, there fore ceases to have spiri -
tual sig nifi cance to those un der the New Cove nant (1 Cor -
in thi ans 7:17-19; Ga la tians 5:2-6).

For nei ther is cir cum ci sion any thing, nor un cir cum ci -
sion, but a new crea tion. And those who will walk
by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them and
upon the Is rael of God (Ga la tians 6:15-16).

God can only write His laws on cir cum cised hearts!
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From Shadows to the Glory of Reality

The Mo saic cove nant came with glory be cause it was
given by God. How ever, min is try of the Holy Spirit has
greater glory (2 Cor in thi ans 3:7-10). The vari ous laws, of -
fer ings, cere mo nies, feast days, etc., of the Mo saic cove -
nant were all shad ows that pointed to a fu ture re al ity
having much greater glory. This re al ity came in the Mes -
siah who ful filled God’s prom ise to Abra ham by ini ti at ing
the New Cove nant of the Holy Spirit.

In or der that in Christ Je sus the bless ings of Abra ham 
might come to the Gen tiles, so that we would re ceive
the prom ise of the Spirit through faith. (Ga la tians
3:14)

The Spirit re veals and ful fills the things of Christ that 
were fore shad owed in the Old Tes ta ment, and which tes ti -
fied of good things to come.

There fore no one is to act as your judge in re gard to
food and drink or in re spect to a fes ti val or a new
moon or a Sab bath day—things which are a mere
shadow of what is to come; but the sub stance (re al -
ity) be longs to Christ. (Co los sians 2: 16-17)

A di vine ob jec tive of His cove nant re la tion ship with
man is God’s prepa ra tion of a habi ta tion, an eter nal dwell -
ing place with His peo ple. Ap par ently, God built His in ten -
tion into the heart of Abra ham, for we read:

For he (Abra ham) was look ing for the city which has
foun da tions, whose ar chi tect and builder is God. (He -
brews 11:10)

This is the same city that the New Cove nant points us 
to ward (Reve la tion 21: 2-3).

For here we do not have a last ing city, but we are
seek ing the city which is to come. (He brews 13:14)

The tab er na cle, the tem ple and the city of Je ru sa lem
were all shad ows of the New Je ru sa lem, the city of God’s
dwelling that is yet to come. For ex am ple, God gave Moses
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spe cific, de tailed in struc tions on how to build the tab er na -
cle as a sanc tu ary or dwell ing place for His pres ence in Is -
rael.

Now Moses was faith ful in all His house as a ser vant,
for a tes ti mony of those things which were to be spo -
ken later. (He brews 3:5)

What Moses built was a shadow or copy of the true
tab er na cle that God Him self would build (He brews 8:1-5).

Once the spiri tual sig nifi cance of the vari ous ma te ri -
als, di men sions and fur ni ture is re al ized, the tab er na cle
pro vides ex cel lent guid ance to day on how to build the
church.2 Wher ever be liev ers gather to gether, God is at
work build ing His house. We may not hear the sound of
ham mers and saws, but min is tries of the Holy Spirit are
build ing be liev ers to gether into a dwell ing place for God (1 
Cor in thi ans 3:9-16).

You also, as liv ing stones, are be ing built up as a
spiri tual house for a holy priest hood, to of fer up
spiri tual sac ri fices ac cept able to God through Je sus
Christ. (1 Pe ter 2:5)

So then you . . . are of God’s house hold, hav ing been
built on the foun da tion of the apos tles and proph ets,
Christ Je sus Him self be ing the cor ner stone, in whom
the whole build ing be ing fit ted to gether, is grow ing
into a holy tem ple in the Lord, in whom you also are
be ing built to gether into a dwell ing of God in the
Spirit. (Ephe si ans 2:19-22)

God’s pur pose in choos ing Is rael was not to make
them great among the na tions, but that they would be a
holy peo ple, com mit ted to make the Lord and His name
great in the eyes of other na tions. The Lord sought to re -
veal His glory and ways through Is rael so that na tions
would flow to Him (2 Samuel 7:23-24). God’s pur pose was 
em bed ded in His prom ise to Abra ham to bless na tions
through the birth of Mes siah. His pur pose for Old Tes ta -
ment Is rael was, in part, to foreshadow how He will draw
na tions to Him self in the great in gath er ing that lies ahead.
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The glory of His full ness will be re vealed in His body, and
na tions will come to Him.

The New Cove nant be gan with Mes siah com ing to
earth pos sess ing all the full ness of De ity in bod ily form
(Co los sians 2:9; He brews 1:3). His great sac ri fice is the
gos pel mes sage of the love of God, pro claimed to all na -
tions. God has pur posed that the full ness of His Son will
be mani fest in His body, the church, to draw mul ti tudes to
Him self as this age comes to a close.

The fol low ing three scrip tures, con tain ing the word
“full ness,” ex press truth that has never yet been fully seen
in His peo ple. This full ness will be seen as the glory of the
Lord rises upon His body!

And He put all things in sub jec tion un der His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the church, which 
is His body, the full ness of Him who fills all in all.
(Ephe si ans 1:22-23)

Un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowl edge of the Son of God, to a ma ture man, to the
meas ure of the stat ure which be longs to the full -
ness of Christ. (Ephe si ans 4:13)

And to know the love of Christ which sur passes
knowl edge, that you may be filled up to all the full -
ness of God. (Ephe si ans 3:19)

The full ness re ferred to in those verses will not take
place apart from both Jew and Gen tile be liev ers fill ing
their roles in the body of Mes siah. That is, full ness of the
Gen tiles leads to the sal va tion and then to the full ness of
Is rael. Un til Is rael has been saved, some thing will be miss -
ing from the glory that is to draw na tions to the Lord
(Isaiah 60:1-7).

Deep dark ness will cover the earth as the Lord’s
glory rises upon His peo ple. Tribu la tion, per se cu tion,
wars, fam ines, de ceiv ing spir its and mar tyr dom will mark 
these days be fore the Lord re turns. This era will not only
be a time of great har vest, but also one of test ing and pu ri -
fi ca tion that will draw His elect to gether while purg ing out

13



what is false (Dan iel 12:3, 10). Suf fer ing brings glory (1
Pe ter 4:12-13).

For mo men tary light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us an
eter nal weight of glory far be yond all com pari son. (2
Cor in thi ans 4:17)

Great unity will bind be liev ers to gether when the glory of
Mes siah is mani fest in them (John 17:22-23).

There is no greater em pha sis in New Cove nant min -
is try than the cen tral ity and glory of Mes siah! His ma jes tic
pres ence is to be seen in His peo ple. This is the se cret of
har vest, and it is what the call of Is rael in the Abra ha mic
cove nant  fore shad owed and pointed to ward.

An other Old Tes ta ment truth, that fore shad owed a
New Tes ta ment re al ity, is the Sab bath that pointed be liev -
ers to the privi lege of en ter ing into God’s rest (He brews
4:1-11).

Sun day is not the New Tes ta ment Sab bath. The New
Cove nant has no holy days, nor does it oblige be liev ers to
ob serve any day, whether Christ mas, Easter or Passo ver.
Paul made this clear in his epis tle to Ga la tia.

But now that you have come to know God, or rather to 
be known by God, how is it that you turn back again
to the weak and worth less ele men tal things, to
which you de sire to be en slaved all over again? You
ob serve days and months and sea sons and years. I
fear for you, that per haps I have la bored over you in
vain. (Ga la tians 4:9-11)

Then there is the Holy Land. An im por tant prom ise
in the cove nant that God made with Abra ham was His
prom ise of cer tain land given to Abra ham and his de scen -
dants (Gene sis 15:8; 17:7-8). Their pos ses sion of this
land was con di tional; if they sinned and walked in dis obe -
di ence to God, they would be scat tered from the land.
How ever, if they re pented and turned back to God, He
would re gather them to their land (Deu teron omy 30:1-5).
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Is rael’s his tory con cern ing this land was not good.
Even to day, al though the state of Is rael ex ists, it oc cu pies
only a small por tion of the origi nally prom ised land.

When Is rael is saved, she may pos sess all or most of
the land. How ever, it is ap par ent that the prom ised land
fore shad ows a much greater area of land rep re sented by
ful fill ment of the New Cove nant; namely, the whole earth.
It is not in con sis tent that God prom ised the Holy Land to
Is rael, and the earth to the meek (Ro mans 4:13).

I rec om mend an ex cel lent book by David Holwerda
to read ers who are in ter ested in more de tail con cern ing
God’s cove nants.3

Ap os tolic In put

The chal lenge in mes si anic min is try is how to in te -
grate these cove nant truths in an anointed out reach to eth -
nic Is rael. This clearly re quires ap os tolic in sight.

The place to be gin is found in the words and coun sel
for Is rael by two apos tles in the early church. These men
were Pe ter, an apos tle to the Jew ish peo ple, and Paul, an
apos tle to Gen tiles. The first words came from Pe ter, and
are re corded in the third chap ter of Acts; they ex press the
fol low ing four truths:

1. Je sus was the Prince of life, the Mes siah sent by
God to Is rael. Faith in His name will for give sins and per -
form mira cles of heal ing. Moses and the proph ets tes ti fied 
of Him, that He was sent to Is rael to ful fill God’s prom ises
to Abra ham (verses 14-16, 22-26).

2. Is rael’s re jec tion of the Mes siah had been the re -
sult of ig no rance; some thing that God foreknew would
hap pen (verses 17-18).

3. Pe ter di rected Is rael to sin cerely re pent and re turn 
to God. If the peo ple would do so, their sins would be
wiped away, and there would fol low blessed times of visi -
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ta tion from the pres ence of the Lord un til He would even -
tu ally come again (verses 19-20).

4. The Mes siah would not re turn un til the pe riod of
res to ra tion of all things that God had spo ken of by His
proph ets from an cient time (verse 21). Res to ra tion in -
cludes all of God’s prom ises to Is rael that were un ful filled
be cause of their dis obe di ence; prom ises ful filled by Mes -
siah in the New Cove nant. Most sig nifi cant of these prom -
ises would be Is rael’s sal va tion (Ro mans 11:27).

The above coun sel by Pe ter clearly ap ply to Mes si -
anic min is try in Is rael to day, in par ticu lar, the need for
genu ine re pen tance and faith in the Mes siah, so that right -
eous ness may re turn to Is rael.

In the wis dom of God, the coun sel of Paul for Is rael
came over twenty years later, af ter the Holy Spirit had es -
tab lished vi tal, liv ing ex pres sions of the body of Mes siah
among the Gen tiles. The heart of Paul’s ap os tolic strat egy
was to make Is rael jeal ous by what the Holy Spirit was do -
ing. His fo cus was the glory, wor ship, power, gifts and lib -
erty of the Holy Spirit as re vealed in lo cal con gre ga tions
that ex press the body of Mes siah (Ro mans 10:19;
11:1-14). Paul rec og nized that many Old Tes ta ment teach -
ings and prac tices were shad ows of a liv ing re al ity in the
New Cove nant (Co los sians 2:16-19). He wanted to dem on -
strate this re al ity of body life. Spiri tual life is al ways more
con vinc ing than re lig ious tra di tion!

The va lid ity of such a wit ness will only be ef fec tive if
it is ex pressed through in ter ces sion in the love of God.
Paul was will ing to lay down his own life, if in do ing so,
some of his coun try men would be saved. This is the heart
at ti tude of true ap os tolic min is try.

Al though Paul’s strat egy was writ ten to the early
church, the time for God’s grace to open the heart of Is rael 
to jeal ousy would not oc cur un til the times of the Gen tiles
had come to full ness, and Is rael was once again es tab -
lished as a na tion (Ro mans 11:25-31). Now is the time!
This is the day to em brace Paul’s ap os tolic coun sel and
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build lo cal ex pres sions of the body of Mes siah in Is rael;
as sem blies that dem on strate the lord ship and head ship of 
Mes siah in body life, where Jew and Gen tile be liev ers are
one new man in Him!

Conclusion

The fol low ing are three im por tant guide lines for Mes -
si anic min is try in Is rael

1. Spiri tual war fare is of para mount im por tance. It is 
not a fight against flesh. Sa tan has sought to de stroy Is rael
from her very be gin ning. The same is true for the church.
The ini tial fal ling away of the early church, and the many
com peti tive Chris tian in sti tu tions that have emerged since 
then, de spite times of re vival and spiri tual visi ta tions,
have weak ened the tes ti mony of the church as be ing one
body in Mes siah. All acts of di vi sion and sec tari an ism, all
acts of anti- Semitism and all acts by lead ers to build their
own re lig ious king dom have been ini ti ated and en cour -
aged by Sa tan.

God’s elect peo ple must rec og nize their en emy and
stand to gether as one. Mes si anic lead ers should seek
com mit ted re la tion ship with churches for prayer and in -
ter ces sion against the forces of evil, and for the sal va tion
of Is rael. The de monic ha tred by Is lam for Is rael and
Chris ti an ity has been birthed by Sa tan to gain con trol of
na tions. It is clear that God’s end- time pur pose of unit ing
Jew ish and Gen tile be liev ers into a glo ri ous ex pres sion of
the body of Messiah will be ve he mently op posed by him as
well, since it will cul mi nate in the Lord’s re turn. The bat tle 
is spiri tual, and will be fought and won in the heav en lies
by the wor ship and prayer of the saints. Authori ties and
prin ci pali ties in the heav ens will be dis placed by the Lord
as He vin di cates the ho li ness of His great name (Ephe si -
ans 3:10-11).

2. The ap os tolic coun sel of Pe ter and Paul should be
fol lowed.
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3. The heart of all Mes si anic min is try is the ful fill -
ment of God’s cove nant with Abra ham by Messiah, as it is
re vealed in the New Tes ta ment. This should be come Is -
rael’s iden ti fi ca tion in God.

One who walks into the fu ture while gaz ing back into
the past will al most cer tainly stum ble and fall. For this
rea son, mes si anic min is try should point be liev ers to the
fu ture re al ity of God’s end- time pur pose, and not back to
shad ows of the Mo saic cove nant. Tra di tion and cul ture
must not re place truth. The bar rier that di vided Jew from
Gen tile, which Mes siah broke down by His death on the
cross, should not be re built. He came that He Him self
would be come the ba sis for Jew and Gen tile to be one new
man. Our eyes are to be on Him.
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